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POLICE, OPPOSITION’S PAY OFFER 

1054. Mr M.P. WHITELY to the Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection: 
What confidence can Western Australia’s police officers have in the Opposition’s promise yesterday that it 
would grant them a pay offer in excess of 13 per cent if it were to win the next election? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
That is a very good question, given the motion moved by Opposition members yesterday that they thought the 
police should get at least 13 per cent over three years.  If that increase were structured so that it was four and 
one-third per cent each year over the three years, that would certainly be in advance of the Government’s offer of 
three per cent a year.  The interesting thing is that when I interjected on the Leader of the Opposition, who was 
proposing this offer, and asked him whether he had done any costings, he would not reply.  He was not interested 
in making sure the money could be found.  The estimate, depending when the increase would be applied, is that 
it would result in an additional cost over three years of some $25 million to $30 million, but he had not even 
worried about doing the figures.  What should we think of someone who makes a promise and does not even 
know whether he can deliver?  He makes a promise and he has not even gone to the trouble of doing the numbers 
to know whether he can pay for it.  If we go beyond that and if that same amount were carried through to the 
public sector on the basis of comparative wage justice, we would be looking at a cost of some $250 million.  
Yesterday, Opposition members committed themselves to something in the order of $250 million and they have 
not even done the numbers on the back of their bus tickets.  What confidence can we have in what they said?  It 
was a glib throwaway. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members!  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Not only had they not done that, they had not even spoken to their spokesperson on police 
matters, because, according to a transcript provided by the Government Media Monitoring Unit, on Tuesday on 
the Harvey Deegan show he was asked - 

Well, if you had to make a decision today on how much you’d offer the police, how much would you 
offer them? 

The opposition spokesperson, the member for Kalgoorlie, said - 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  The member for Eyre? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Sorry, the member for Kalgoorlie.  The reason for my mistake is that his name actually 
appears and I was trying to get away from it.  That is what appears in the transcript.  The member for Kalgoorlie 
said - 

It is very irresponsible to try and do that from Opposition. 

Who will be the leader of the Liberal Party at the next election?  Will it be the irresponsible member for 
Cottesloe or will it be the member for Kalgoorlie, who knows that if he makes a promise he should do some 
numbers and see whether it can be afforded?   

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Sorry, it might be the member for Mitchell.  It could be any one of two or three, but the 
point is, what confidence can we have in a promise when those opposite have not done the numbers and when 
their spokesperson for police says something totally different from the Leader of the Opposition when he made 
that promise?  That promise has no credibility whatsoever.   
 


